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Unpacking the Book
Lesson #20: Life of Christ (B)

I. Year of Obscurity (or Inauguration): Jesus is about 30 years of age (Spring of 26 AD – Spring 27 AD)
A.  Key “Footprints”
  From Nazareth to Betharbara: Mt 3:13. Illustration – Jesus baptized by John: Mt. 3:13-17
  From Betharbara to the Wilderness of Judea: Mt. 4:1-11
  From the Wilderness to Bethabara. Illustration – Five disciples enrolled: Jn. 1:38-51
  From Bethabara to Cana: Jn. 1:43.  Illustration: Water Changed to Winie: Jn. 2:6-10
  From Cana to Capernaum: Jn 2:12
  From Capernaum to Jerusalem for the Passover: Jn. 2:13. Illustrations – The Temple Cleansed: Jn. 2:14-16, Jesus and Nicodemus: Jn. 3:1-21.
  From Jerusalem to the Tour of Judea: Jn. 3:22
  From the Judean Tour to Jacob’s Well at Sychar: Jn. 4:3-5. Illustration – Jesus and the woman of Samaria: Jn. 4:6-26.
  From Samaria to Cana in Galilee: Jn. 4:43-46. Illustrations – healing of the Nobleman’s Son: Jn. 4:46-53.  The Prison at Machaerus (located east of the Dead Sea), where John was incarcerated: Mt. 4:12.
  From Cana to Nazareth: Lu. 4:16-27
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B. Gospel Harmony
	The Ministry of John the Baptist
	Mt. 3:1-12
	Mk. 1:1-8
	Lu. 3:1-18
	
	

	The Baptism of Jesus
	Mt. 3:13-17
	Mk. 1:9-11
	Lu. 3:21-22
	
	Col. 2:12

	The Temptation of Jesus
	Mt. 4:1-11
	Mk. 1:12-13
	Lu. 4:1-13
	
	

	The Testimony of John the Baptist
	
	
	
	Jn. 1:19-36
	

	Five Disciples Enrolled
	
	
	
	Jn. 1:35-49
	

	Water mad Wine, the first miracle
	
	
	
	Jn. 2:1-11
	

	The First Passover
	
	
	
	Jn. 2:13-25
	

	The Temple Cleansed
	
	
	
	Jn. 2:13-17
	

	The Discourse on the New Birth
	
	
	
	Jn. 3:1-21
	

	The Early Judean Ministry
	
	
	
	Jn. 3:22
	

	The Water of Life
	
	
	
	Jn. 4:4-26
	

	The Revival in Samaria
	
	
	
	Jn. 4:28-42
	

	The Early Galilean Ministry
	Mt. 4:12-17
	Mk. 1:14-15
	Lu. 4:14-15
	Jn. 4:3, 43-45
	

	Healing the Nobleman’s Son
	
	
	
	Jn. 4:46-54
	

	John’s Imprisonment
	Mt. 4:12, 14:3-5
	Mk. 1:14; 6:17-20
	Lu. 3:19-20
	
	

	Retirement to Galilee
	Mt. 4:12
	Mk. 1:14
	Lu. 4:14-15
	Jn. 4:1-3, 43-45
	

	His Discourse at Nazareth
	
	
	Lu. 4:16-27
	
	





II. Year of Popularity: Jesus is about 31 years of age (Summer 27- Fall 28 AD)
A. Key “Footprints”
  From Nazareth to Capernaum: Lu. 4:16, 31.  Illustration – At Nazareth, the attempt to destroy Jesus: Lu. 4:28-29
  The tour of Galilee and return to Capernaum: Mk. 2:1. Illustration – At Capernaum, the paralytic healed: Lu. 5:18-25.
  From Capernaum to Jerusalem for the Passover: Jn. 5:1.  Illustration – at Jerusalem, the cripple healed at the Pool of Bethesda: Jn. 5:2-9.
  From Jerusalem to Capernaum
  From Capernaum to the Mount of Beatitudes: Mk. 3:13. Illustration – on the Mount of Beatitudes, twelve apostles ordained: Mk. 3:13-19.
  The return from the Mount of Beatitudes to Capernaum: Mt. 8:5
  From Capernaum , the tour of Galilee and returns: Lu. 7:11.  Illustrations – at Nain, the widow’s son raised: Lu. 7:12-15. Jesus’ feet anointed by the sinful woman: Lu. 7:36-47.
  From Capernaum, third tour of Galilee: Lu. 8:1
  From Capernaum to Gergesa: Lu. 8:22. Illustrations – on Galilee, the tempest stilled: Lu. 8:22-25. At Gergesa, Gadarene Demoniac Healed: Lu. 8:28-35.
  From Gergesa to Capernaum, Jairus’ daughter raised: Mt. 9:23-26.
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B. Gospel Harmony
	
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John
	Others

	Rejected at Nazareth
	
	
	4:28-30
	
	Is. 53:3

	Removal to Capernum
	4:13-16
	
	4:31-32
	
	

	Four Disciples Called
	4:18-22
	1:16-20
	5:8-11
	
	

	The Draught of Fishes
	
	
	5:4-9
	
	

	The Demoniac Healed
	
	1:23-28
	4:33-37
	
	

	Peter’s Mother-in-Law Healed
	8:14-15
	1:29-31
	4:38-39
	
	

	Later Galilean Ministry
	4:23-25
	1:38-39
	4:43-44
	
	

	The Leper Healed
	8:2-4
	1:40-42
	5:12-13
	
	

	Return to Capernum
	
	2:1-2
	
	
	

	Paralytic Healed
	9:2-8
	2:2-12
	5:18-20
	
	

	Matthew Called
	9:9
	2:13-14
	5:27-28
	
	

	Second Passover
	
	
	
	5:1
	

	The Man at the Pool Healed
	
	
	
	5:2-9
	

	The Discourse on His Divinity
	
	
	
	Jn. 5:17-47
	

	The Discourse on the Sabbath
	12:1-8
	2:23-28
	6:1-5
	
	

	Healing the Withered Hand
	12:9-13
	3:1-5
	6:6-10
	
	

	The Pharisees Oppose Him
	12:14
	3:6
	6:11
	
	

	Many Healed Near Galilee
	12:15
	3:7-12
	
	
	

	The Twelve Ordained
	10:1-4
	3:13-19
	6:12-16
	
	

	The Sermon on the Mount
	5-7
	
	6:20-49
	
	

	In Capernum
	8:5
	
	7:1
	
	

	The Centurion’s Servant Healed
	8:5-13
	
	7:2-10
	
	

	At Nain
	
	
	7:11
	
	

	Widow’s Son Raised to Life
	
	
	7:12-16
	
	

	John the Baptist’s Delegation
	11:2-6
	
	7:18-23
	
	

	John the Baptist Commended
	11:7-19
	
	7:24-28
	
	

	Cities Rebuked
	11:20-24
	
	
	
	

	Discourteous Pharisees and the Anointing
	
	
	7:36-48
	
	

	Parable of the Two Debtors
	
	
	7:41-43
	
	

	Tour in Galilee
	
	
	8:1-3
	
	

	Dumb Demoniac Healed
	12:22
	
	11:14
	
	

	Growing Opposition
	12:24-25
	3:22-27
	11:14-15, 17-23
	
	

	Discourse on the Unpardonable Sin
	12:25-37
	3:28-30
	
	
	

	Discourse on Sign-Seeker
	12:38-45
	
	11:16, 24-32
	
	

	Discourse on Spiritual Relationships
	12:46-50
	3:31-35
	8:19-21
	
	

	Woes Pronounced Upon Pharisees
	
	
	11:37-42
	
	

	Parable of the Rich Fool
	
	
	12:16-20
	
	

	Encouraging Words to the Disciples
	
	
	12:22-32
	
	

	Parable of the Wedding Feast
	
	
	12:36-38
	
	

	Parable of the Wise Steward
	
	
	12:42-48
	
	

	Parable of the Barren Fig-Tree
	
	
	13:6-9
	
	

	Parable of the Sower
	13:3-9, 18-23
	4:3-20
	8:4-15
	
	

	Parable of the Wheat and Tares
	13:24-30, 36-43
	
	
	
	

	Parable of the Mustard Seed
	13:31-32
	4:31-32
	13:18-19
	
	

	Parable of the Leaven
	13:33
	
	13:20-21
	
	

	Parable of the Hidden Treasure
	13:44
	
	
	
	

	Parable of the Goodly Pearl
	13:45-46
	
	
	
	

	Parable of the Draw-Net
	13:47-51
	
	
	
	

	The Gadarene Voyage
	8:18,23
	4:35-36
	8:22
	
	

	The Tempest Stilled
	8:24-27
	4:37-41
	8:23-25
	
	

	The Gadarene Demoniacs Healed
	8:28-34
	5:1-20
	8:26-39
	
	

	Levi’s Feast
	9:9-13
	2:14-17
	5:29-32
	
	

	The Afflicted Woman Healed
	9:20-22
	5:25-34
	8:43-48
	
	

	Jairus’ Daughter Raised
	9:18-19, 23-26
	5:22-24, 35-43
	8:41-42, 49-56
	
	

	The Blind Man and the Dumb Man Healed
	9:27-34
	
	
	
	




III. The Parables of Jesus
[image: ]
IV. [image: ]The Miracles of Jesus
V. The Jewish Leaders Jesus had to deal with
A. Pharisees – Their roots can be traced to the second century BC – to the Hasidim
1. Along with the Torah, they accepted as equally inspired and authoritative, all material contained within the oral tradition.
2. On free will and determination, they held to a mediating view that made it impossible for either free will or the sovereignty of God to cancel out the other.
3. They accepted a rather developed hierarchy of angels and demons.
4. They taught that there was a future for the dead.
5. They believed in the immorality of the soul and in reward and retribution after death.
6. They were champions of human equality.
7. The emphasis of their teaching was ethical rather than theological.
B. Sadducees – They probably had their beginning during the Hasmonean period (166-63 BC). Their demise occurred c. AD 70 with the fall of Jerusalem.
1. They denied that the oral law was authoritative and binding.
2. They interpreted Mosaic law more literally than did the Pharisees.
3. They were very exacting in Levitical purity.
4. They attributed all to free will.
5. They argued there is neither resurrection of the dead nor a future life.
6. They rejected the idea of a spiritual world.
7. Only the books of Moses were canonical Scripture.
C. Zealots – They originated during the reign of Herod the Great c. 6 BC and ceased to exist in AD 73 at Masada.
1. They opposed payment of tribute for taxes to a pagan emperor, saying that allegiance was due only to God.
2. They held a fierce loyalty to the Jewish traditions.
3. They were opposed to the use of the Greek language in Palestine.
4. They prophesied the coming of the time of salvation.
VI. So What?
Consider what Jesus did during those first 2 years of His public ministry…what does that say about His love and concern for you?
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